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The Hindus of India do not bury but burn the dead ; so that it was quite a natural thing for the people of the land over which the magician ruled to collect the materials for the pyre or heap of wood on which his body would be laid to be burnt. "What surprised Agni-Sikha, and in fact nearly took his breath away, was to be quietly told that he was dead. He began to think that he was dreaming, and said to himself, " I cannot really be dead without knowing it, so I must be asleep." And he quietly turned his horse round and rode slowly home again. This was just what his daughter wanted ; and as soon as he was out of sight, she turned herself, her husband and Marat, into their natural forms again, laughing merrily, as she did so, at the thought of the ease with which she had got rid of her father.
21.  Do you think It was clever of Rupa-Sikha to make up this story ?
22.  Bo you think it is better to believe all that you are told or to be more ready to doubt when anything you hear seems to be unusual ?
CHAPTER XII.
ONCE more the bride and bridegroom set forth on their way, and once more they soon heard Agni-Sikha coming after them. For when he got back to his palace, and the servants hastened out to take his horse, he guessed that a trick-had been played on him. He did not even dismount, but just turned Ms horse's head round and galloped back again. " If